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GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

held on the 10th May 2021 

 in the Village Hall and on Zoom conference call  

at 7.00pm 
 

Present: Cllrs P Long, (Chairman), P Brittain, C Johnston, G Vizma, L Walsh, R Wilson and B 

Hemmings.  D Gibley (Clerk). 

In attendance: D Cllr M Rickman. 

 

49/21 Apologies for absence 

None 

 

50/21. The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the first “live” meeting 

since February 2020, noting that members of the public will continue to be required to access 

meetings by Zoom until the remaining Covid lockdown measures cease on 21 June. He 

added that the regular monthly meeting would follow immediately after the Annual Meeting.  

The Chairman welcomed Mr B Hemmings to his first meeting and again thanked Cllr G 

Vizma for her positive contribution to the PC, adding that a farewell and social event will be 

scheduled at the end of the July meeting, to which other former members of the PC will also 

be invited.    

 

51/21. Previous minutes.  

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 8th June 2020, previously circulated, were 

approved. 

 

52/21 Matters Arising. None. 

 

53/21.Election of Chairman 

Cllr P Brittain proposed that Cllr Long continue as Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr B 

Hemmings and agreed unanimously. Cllr Long accepted.  

54/21. Election of Vice Chairman 

The Chairman proposed that Cllr Brittain continue as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr L 

Walsh. This was agreed unanimously. Cllr Brittain accepted. 

55/21. Annual Accounts 

The Clerk, in his role as RFO, explained that the internal audit of the annual accounts for the 

FY ending 31 March 2021, had been completed and signed by Mrs Julia Brittain and had 

been found to be in order. He made the following points in relation to the Summary of 

Income and Expenditures, previously circulated, noting that: 
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 - Income/Expenditures. There was a recorded surplus of income over expenditure of 

£2,164 and a carry forward total of £13,478. The RFO added that we are awaiting receipt of 

a one-off grant of £2000 from LCC towards the purchase of the MVAS, which is not 

reflected in the 2020/21 account.   

 - LCC loan for LED conversion. The accounts show that three of the five annual 

repayments have now been made. The annual electricity savings are approximately 

£600/year. 

 - Reserve/Precept. The total funds of £15,478 equate to approximately £5,000 more than 

the planned one year of regular expenditures. This has allowed the Precept for 2021/22 to 

remain unchanged and potentially provides a minimum of £4/5000 towards the purchase of 

additional equipment for the Recreation Field. 

 - VAT. VAT continued to be successfully reclaimed.. 

 - Reserve Account. The reserve account of £2,164 includes a recent donation of £400 

from unused funds raised for the cancelled VE Day celebrations.  

 -Audit. The external auditor continues to be PKF Littlejohn LLP but the Parish Council 

continues to be able to certify exemption from external audit as annual income/expenditures 

are less than £25,000.  

 Cllr Brittain said that the financial accounts and their reporting to the PC continued to be 

well run and thanked the RFO for his work. This was endorsed by the Chairman. Cllr Britain 

added that the Asset Register has been updated and the insurance cover remains adequate. 

The Clerk said he would pass the relevant forms requiring signing to the Chairman after the 

meeting, before forwarding to the auditor and posting on the website.  

The Chairman asked that the accounts, as presented, be accepted. This was unanimously 

agreed. 

 

 56/21.  Insurance and Annual Risk Assessment  

The Clerk reported that the Annual Insurance policy has been renewed with Zurich 

Municipal and confirmed that Public Liability cover remains at £10M. 

The annual Village Risk Assessment perambulation was agreed to be scheduled for Monday 

21 June, meeting at 6.30pm outside the Sun Inn. 

 

57/21.  Sub-Committee and Charity reports.  

 - Village Hall and Recreation Field. The Chairman’s report for the Village Hall has 

been circulated. The RFO added that although there is no financial report, it is understood 

that the financial position is sound; the hall having received an exceptional grant of £20,000 

from HDC, in recognition of the loss of rental income during Covid. 

There continues to be close involvement with the Recreation Field committee because of the 

joint development sub committee to identify and obtain funding for additional equipments. 

Cllr Wilson noted that there is a possibility of including a zip wire and covered facility in the 

grant funding applications and requested the Parish Council formally agree a financial 

contribution which would support the funding applications now being prepared. This was 

unanimously agreed. 

Afternote: A minute will be prepared for the following May minutes.       Action: Clerk.  

Both committees continue to operate most successfully for the benefit of the local 

community. The Parish Council directed that its appreciation of the work and commitment 
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by the respective committees should be recorded and conveyed to the committee members.  

                      Action: Clerk 

 -  Valentine Goodman Charity. Cllr Vizma and the recently appointed Mrs C Gibb 

continue as the two village trustees; Mrs Gibb succeeding Mr I Drummond who has served 

as a Trustee for over 20 years. Mrs Vizma had prepared a brief report which has been 

previously circulated. 

  

58/21. Councillors’ Responsibilities 

The Chairman said that Cllrs have the following mutually agreed current responsibilities, 

adding that these can be reviewed during the year: 

  Chairman   - Chairman and Village Hall rep.  

  Cllr P Brittain  -  Vice Chairman, Planning and Neighbourhood Plan 

      monitoring.  

  Cllr C Johnston - Tree Warden, Conservation, Grass cutting and  

      Recreation Field rep 

   Cllr L Walsh - Website, Data Protection and Transparency, Defibrillator 

  Cllr R Wilson - Community Actions, Flood alleviation and Volunteers. 

  Cllr B Hemmings - Not yet allocated 

  Clerk   - RFO 

  

 

  

59/21.  Date of next Annual Parish Meeting  

Monday 9th May 2022.  

 

 

 

 

  DAC Gibley      Cllr P Long 

 (Clerk)      (Chairman) 


