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BACKGROUND - GREAT EASTON 

Great Easton is a designated Selected Rural Village in the County of 

Leicestershire within the Harborough District Council area. It has a population 

of some 750 residents in approximately 300 dwellings, most of which are 

located within the Village boundary. A significant part of the Village is within a 

designated Conservation area. The Village is surrounded by working farms 

and agricultural land. It is well served by a Village Shop and Pub. There is a 

Primary School located just outside the Village boundary in Bringhurst which 

serves children from within the Village and from the surrounding area. Public 

transport into and from the Village is limited. Employment opportunities within 

the Village are also limited 

Great Easton has an adopted Neighbourhood Plan (‘Great Easton 

Neighbourhood Plan 2017 -2031’). This achieved a ‘Yes’ vote in excess of 

80% in the Village Referendum held in January 2017. The Plan which was 

commended for the rigour of its public consultation is used by the Parish 

Council to inform its agenda and guide its decisions, including its approach to 

planning matters and housing development. It requires Great Easton to build 

35 new dwellings during the Plan period. 

Consultation with residents in drafting the Neighbourhood Plan showed that 

residents are not opposed to development, but are concerned that it is not 

disproportionate; that it meets the needs of the Village; and that, where it 

takes place, it does not have an adverse impact on the character of the 

Parish. 

  

PARISH COUNCIL COMMENTS ON ‘PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE’  

The comments below were endorsed by the Great Easton Parish Council at 

its Meeting on 12 October (dependent on replies) . Not all of the questions 

posed in the White Paper have been addressed, since not all are of direct 



relevance to Parish Councils. Whilst the Parish Council is a statutory 

consultee in respect of planning applications within its boundary, it is not a 

decision making body on those applications. 

By their nature, White Papers don’t always contain detail of precisely how the 

proposals will work in practice, nor of their impact on each community. The 

Parish Council hopes that it will have further opportunity to comment when the 

detail behind the proposals is being further developed. 

  

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE WHITE PAPER 

The Parish Council recognises and strongly supports the need to address the 

National Housing shortfall and has always positively engaged and fully met 

the local housing targets it has been required to deliver through the 

Harborough Local Plan. 

The Parish Council understands the Government’s frustration at delays in 

housing delivery and failures to meet housing targets. However, the Council is 

not persuaded that the ‘problem’ can be solved simply by streamlining and 

modernising the planning system or by creating a ‘clear set of rules’ which can 

be applied to the myriad of unique communities across the country. A 

speedier and more certain planning process, whilst welcome as an objective, 

will not necessarily deliver a better outcome for rural or other communities, 

nor deliver the homes which people need in the places they are required. A 

balance between speed, certainty and quality of outcome needs to be struck. 

The uniqueness and diversity of England’s cities, towns and villages does not 

in the Parish Council’s view always lend itself to national ‘top down’ 

approaches, particularly in matters such as planning which can have a 

significant impact on small rural communities and places. The Parish Council 

has seen the modelled future housing numbers (the Lichfield study) based 

upon a formulaic approach. This suggests an increase in housing for the 

Harborough area of 125% compared with the Current Standard method of 

allocating housing numbers. This is one of the highest increases across all 

areas of the Country. Should such percentage increases be applied uniformly 

to rural communities such as Great Easton, there is a high risk that they will 

lose their unique sense of place. In addition, high levels of development in 



such areas will require significant infrastructure development to support much 

larger number of dwellings and population. 

The Parish Council has had sight of the the separate Government 

Consultation on the Planning Process, including the revised calculation of 

housing numbers. That Consultation is technical in nature and the Parish 

Council is not qualified to comment. It does however not support the outcome 

of very significantly increased numbers for the Harborough area, much of 

which is rural in nature. The Government is asked to reconsider elements of 

the formula which lead to areas such as Harborough being required to 

shoulder an excessive increase in housing number relative to other parts of 

the country. That should in turn result in a more realistic and deliverable 

outcome. 

The Parish Council considers it essential that local involvement and 

accountability remain at the heart of decision making on planning matters and 

that quality of outcome must be a key driver, not simply numbers. Failure to 

do this risks shouldering the Country for decades with poor quality housing 

stock. Quality of new housing which fits well within the Village scene was a 

key feedback from the Village Neighbourhood Plan. 

It is hoped that Selected Rural Villages and Conservation Areas such as 

Great Easton will continue to receive protection from large scale development 

as presently, and that under the Government’s proposals for the 

categorisation of development land, they will have ‘Protected’ status. 

Other issues of importance to the Parish Council and covered in the White 

Paper are: Neighbourhood Planning; Affordable Housing; the National 

Infrastructure Levy; and Climate Change and the Environment. Further 

comment is made on these issues below referenced, where appropriate, to 

questions posed in the White Paper. 

  

COMMENT ON SPECIFIC ISSUES WITHIN THE WHITE PAPER 

(a) Question 5. The Parish Council supports the aspiration to simplify Local 

Plans and make them more accessible to all. A key starting point for simplicity 

and certainty is the proposal to identify and categorise three types of land. As 



stated above, the Parish Council would expect Great Easton to be classified 

as ‘Protected.’ Without that protection, there is significant risk that our rural 

communities will be swallowed up by large scale development on what is 

currently agricultural land and green spaces. 

(b) Question 13a. The Parish Council strongly believes that Neighbourhood 

Planning should remain a key part of the reformed planning system. To 

ensure successful and quality outcomes from a community perspective, it is 

considered essential that residents are actively involved in determining the 

nature of their communities and how they develop. Neighbourhood Planning is 

a well tested vehicle for achieving that objective and should be retained as a 

key piece of evidence to inform future planning decisions. This will help to 

ensure that residents have a meaningful input to what gets built in their 

communities. 

(c) Question 13b. The Parish Council supports any measures which can 

improve their accessibility to users. The demographics of Great Easton are 

such that there is an above average older population, some of whom do not 

have ready access to technology. In improving accessibility, it is considered 

important that all residents are able to access the Plans. This may require in 

the short to medium term, different approaches for some residents to ensure 

they are not disadvantaged. 

(d) Question 21. The Parish Council strongly believes in securing an 

appropriate amount of affordable housing within Great Easton as one means 

of ensuring that there continues to be a sustainable, mixed and inclusive 

community. The Parish Council is also keen to ensure that individuals with 

strong ties with the Village such as through birth or family, are not ‘priced out’ 

of being able to live in Great Easton. 

The proposal to use the Community Infrastructure Levy to secure affordable 

housing is welcomed, as is the proposal to incentivise the developer to build 

on site affordable housing to a quality similar to the market price units. 

Affordable dwellings which have been built in Great Easton in recent years 

have been fully taken up, most by people with connections to the Village. 

Question 24(d) makes reference to quality of build of affordable dwellings. 

There should in the Parish Council’s view be little, if any, difference. 



The detailed proposals set out for achieving the objective of affordable 

dwellings for those who need them are complex and the Parish Council does 

not feel qualified to comment. Suffice to say that the objectives set out in the 

White Paper relating to affordable dwellings are supported as a means of 

providing quality housing for all. 

Proposal 3. The third proposal relates to the design and sustainability of new 

developments. It is essential in the Parish Councils View that all of the 

proposals set out in the White Paper should have at their core, the issues of 

impact on the environment and climate change so that all developments 

contribute towards the demand for achieving a carbon neutral position by 

2050 (or earlier). Proposal 3 of the White Paper sets out the Government’s 

aspirations in this regard and it is hoped that it will implement proposals which 

focus on quality of design, beautiful places, local input, and community 

involvement. This can best ensure that what is special in local communities is 

both preserved and enhanced in a way which also meets the sustainability 

test. 

Phil Long 
Chair 
Great Easton Parish Council 
1st October 2020 


