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DRAFT 

GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held on the 14th October 2019 

  in the Village Hall 

 at 7.30 pm 
 

Present: Cllrs: P Long (Chairman), P Britain, G Vizma, L Walsh and C Johnston. D Gibley (Clerk). 

In attendance: Mr & Mrs R Pocock. 

 

108/19.  Apologies for absence 

D Cllr M Rickman 

 

109/19. Co-option - Mr Robert (Bob) Wilson. The Chairman said that the Casual Vacancy Notice  

had been published for the statutory period and HDC have confirmed that the PC may co-opt. Mr R 

Wilson has said he would be willing to stand and he was welcomed with acclaim. 

 

110/19. Welcome.  

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting’ 

  

111/19. Declarations of Interest for agenda items. 

Cllr Vizma notified an interest in the planning application for the Sun Inn. 

 

112/19.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the 9th September 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

113/19.  Matters Arising 

- Village Gateways. Cllr Britain said the final Gateway was now in situ and thanks are due to Mr I 

Drummond, Mr A Murdock and also Mr P Johnson, among others. It was agreed to place a notice on 

the Nextdoor website. A small token of appreciation was also agreed. 

- Caldecott junction visibility. The Clerk noted that Rutland CC have confirmed they have received 

the request but a response remains outstanding. 

- Surface water near Mrs Lang’s property. Cllr Britain said he and Mr Yates had visited the 

location. He noted that there is a general problem of surface water in the immediate area which 

would need to be addressed as part of the flood alleviation actions.   

- Moulds Lane – overgrown vegetation. Cllr Brittain said he had rectified the problem. 

 

114/19. Planning 

Cllr Brittain reported on the following current planning applications: 

 -19/00416/FUL – Castle View Stables- Change of Use. Pending 

-19/00419/FUL - Castle View Stables –Retention of viewing platform. Pending. The response to the 

environmental noise comment remains outstanding. 

-19/01102/FUL – 7 Clarkesdale – erect 2 storey extension. Pending. 

-19/01277/LBC&19/01258/FUL-13 Church Bank -erect extension/alterations. Approved. 
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-19/01416/FUL&19/01417/LBC – Sun Inn – various internal works to former stable block. Pending.  

-19/01584/FUL- Barnsdale House – construct wooden stable block. New 
Planning Applications. To view/comment on planning applications: 

 go to:www.harborough.gov.uk/planning and quote the relevant planning reference number. 

 

- Neighbourhood Plan – Policy E2. HDC have responded to our query concerning the 

interpretation of Policy E2 in the Neighbourhood Plan. Mr Pocock agreed to forward his comments 

to the PC for further consideration.  

 

- Flood Alleviation. The Clerk reported that LLFA have yet to respond to the Consultant’s report.  

They had been requested to produce a monthly update and this will be pursued.      Action: Clerk 

The Clerk added that, notwithstanding recommendations in the report, it is clear that the following 

actions will go a long way towards assisting flood alleviation in the village: 

- ensuring the optimum flow throughout the length of the Brook 

- ensuring the state of the drains are reviewed annually by Anglian Water, with any necessary 

remedial work actioned  

- further work on the immediate drainage in the area of Pitchers Lane and the hidden drain from 

Broadgate. 

 He added that in his view, it would be helpful if a Cllr could assume responsibility for this ongoing 

work, in conjunction with the Flood Group sub committee. Cllr Wilson agreed to accept this task, 

once briefed by the Clerk.                 Action: Clerk/ Cllr Wilson   

 

115/19. Financial Matters.  

The Clerk/RFO reported on the following financial matters: 

- Payment. The following payment, inclusive of VAT where applicable, was approved: 

  On Line £20.00 Mrs Robins – grass cutting 

 

- 6 month budget/expenditure review. The RFO said he had circulated a review of expenditures to 

date. The summary showed that expenditures totalled £6,315 against the budget for the year of 

£10,629. He said that the final year end accounts should achieve the predicted c/f of approximately 

£9,000 which equates to one year’s expenditure and reflects good practice. Cllr Brittain had raised 

some queries and noted that the finances continue to be very well run. The PC thanked the RFO for 

his work.  

 

116/19. Arboreal Matters. 

- Pruning Works to tree applications. 

Cllr Johnston reported that the following current applications have been received:  

-19/01304/TCA – Brookside Cottage, 17 brook Lane. Pending 

-19/01328/TPO - Brookside Cottage, 17 Brook Lane. Approved 

-19/01364/TCA – Manor Farm Cottage, Lounts Crescent. Approved 

-19/01567/TCA – 55 High Street. Pending 

 

 

- Grass Cutting and Wild Flowers review. Cllr Johnston circulated a draft plan for the next 9 

months to develop a village strategy “to encourage wildflowers and pollinators to grow on public 

land”. She said that this is in response to LCC inviting Parishes to develop a wild flowers strategy to 
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implement for the 2020 grass cutting season. Cllr Johnston proposed three initial areas which she 

would promote on the village website and invite feedback. 

Cllr Johnston added that she had recently attended a conference attended by the Leicestershire and 

Rutland Wildlife Trust and, if there was sufficient village interest, might invite a Trust member to 

give a talk and help with identification of wildflower species within the village. She stressed that 

village involvement is important and there was considerable potential for volunteer involvement. 

Cllr Johnston was thanked for her valuable work, which would be extensively promoted through the 

Nextdoor website and other outlets.              Action: Cllr Johnston 

 

-117/19. Police and Community Matters  

- Archive Centre. It was agreed to add this former item to the next agenda.  Action: Clerk 

 

118/19. Reports 

- Website. Cllr Walsh said the website was operating well and the Clerk’s emails -

admin@greateaston.org – enabled emails to be monitored in the Clerk’s absence. 

- Perambulation actions. Cllr Walsh said she had a list of the points arising from the perambulation 

which she would circulate prior to discussion at the November meeting.   Action: Cllr Walsh  
- Defibrillator. Cllr Walsh said the yearly rota needed to be updated and also the “pads” may need 

to be renewed. The Clerk agreed to forward details of the contract with Community Heartbeat to Cllr 

Walsh for her to follow up as needed.        Action: Clerk/Cllr Walsh 
 
119/19. AOB 

- Neighbourhood Plan - Community Actions. It was agreed to hold a pre-meeting to identify the 

next Community Action for discussion at the November PC meeting.                Action: Chairman 

- Annual Liaison Event – 6 November. Cllrs Johnston and Wilson have agreed to attend. The 

Clerk will forward names to HDC.                   Action: Clerk 

- Parish Magazine. The Chairman expressed his concern at the possible demise of the monthly 

magazine. The Clerk said that this had yet to be decided by the Church but that it was likely that 

some form of monthly publication would continue. He agreed to convey this concern to the next 

meeting of the PCC. 

- Street Lights. Cllr Brittain said that the lights at Hollands lane and the top of Broadgate are not 

working. The Clerk agreed to report this to LCC.       Action: Clerk 

- WI Centenary. Cllr Brittain reported that the WI is proposing to provide some planters within the 

village, locations TBD, to mark the WI Centenary. 

- VE Day Planning. Cllr Vizma said she had attended a second planning meeting and reported that 

some of the proposed plans were quite ambitious and had potential financial implications. She said 

the next planning meeting is on 7 November at 5pm and the Chairman indicated that he might also 

attend. 

 

120/19. Date of next meeting. Monday 11th November 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

 
DAC Gibley    Cllr P Long  

(Clerk)    (Chair)      
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