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GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Mr David Gibley 

Tel: 01536 772159              Parish Clerk 

 Robinsmead 

3 Banbury Lane 

Great Easton 

Market Harborough 

Leicestershire 

LE16 8SF 

Email: david@webleicester.co.uk 

 

20 February 2019 

 

Planning Inspectorate 

Room 3/09, Temple Quay House 

2 The Square 

BRISTOL,  BS1 6PN 
 

 

Dear Sir, 

APP/F2415/W/18/3219320 

 

I am writing to forward the following additional comments from Great Easton Parish 

Council in respect of the above referenced Appeal. 

Planning Appeal: Erection of Bed and Breakfast Accommodation, including 

Access and Associated Works - Land to rear of 28 Caldecott Road, Great 

Easton, Leicestershire. 

 

Great Easton Parish Council has recently been notified of the above Appeal regarding 

the refusal of planning permission in respect of the above site.  It is understood that 

the Parish Council’s comments on the application (reference 18/00442/FUL) will be 

provided to the Planning Inspectorate by the Planning Authority, Harborough District 

Council (HDC). Those comments (attached for ease of reference) were submitted by 

the Parish Council almost eight months ago. As such, the Parish Council wishes to 

confirm to the Inspectorate that those comments, following further consideration at 

its meeting on Monday 11 February 2019, remain its strong view. 

 

The Parish Council wishes to add two points by way of clarification: 

 

- Firstly, throughout the process of drafting the Plan, a key theme repeatedly fed back 

in consultation with Villagers, has been a strong desire to meet the housing numbers 

allocated to the Village by HDC, but in such a way as to minimise development 

outside the Village Limit to Development into open countryside.  In the event, some 

movement of the Limit to Development was required, but only to deliver the District 

Council housing allocation. A request at the time by the Appellants, Mr and Mrs 
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McKay, to move the Limit to Development to specifically include the land on which 

their Bed and Breakfast development is now proposed was considered and rejected as 

part of the Neighbourhood Plan Consultation. That decision was supported by the 

Independent Examiner of the Plan. The Limit to Development remains a critical 

component of the Neighbourhood Plan; it is important to Villagers and the Parish 

Council is strongly committed to maintaining its integrity. 

 

- Secondly, the application now subject to Appeal follows an earlier (withdrawn 

January 2018) application to erect a residential dwelling on the same site and 

footprint. The earlier application was withdrawn principally because it required 

building outside the Limit to Development. The Application now subject to Appeal 

was submitted in March 2018 and relies upon Policy E2 of the Neighbourhood Plan 

to evidence compliance with the Plan. Specifically, it relies upon that policy to 

support building for business purposes outside the Limit to Development ‘in 

exceptional circumstances’ The Parish Council remains of the view that exceptional 

circumstances do not apply in this case to allow building outside the Limit to 

Development to be supported. There is no overwhelming demand for additional Bed 

and Breakfast accommodation in the Village; good quality Bed and Breakfast 

accommodation being already provided at one location in the Village and in two 

adjacent Villages less than two miles away.  

 

The Parish Council was surprised at the recent change of stance by HDC Planning 

Officers to support the application, albeit rejected by the Planning Committee, when 

they had previously consistently supported the Parish Council in opposing the 

previous applications. In our view there is no substantial change to the previous 

applications, namely a dwelling and now a proposed business, on exactly the same 

location and building footprint outside the village Limit to Development. The 

Independent Examiner was very clear in his report on the Great Easton 

Neighbourhood Plan that (para 75) “the Policies of the Plan should be read as a 

whole” and not “cherry-picked”.. Many completed Neighbourhood Plans will have 

very similarly worded policies in relation to limiting development to within the Limit 

to Development, unless exceptional circumstances apply. If this legal challenge 

succeeds, it could undermine the credibility of the Neighbourhood Plan process and 

have national implications. 

 

In conclusion the Parish Council continues to oppose the Application now subject to 

Appeal. The Parish Council’s considered judgement in this matter is that maintaining 

the integrity of the Village Limit to Development outweighs any other considerations 

put forward by the Appellants. This reflects the wishes of Villagers set out in the 

Neighbourhood Plan and was strongly endorsed in the Village Referendum. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

David Gibley 

Parish Clerk for Great Easton 


